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the Negro Ministry" in the South, in its Second 
Stage, as presented by Rev. Dr. A. L Phillips, of 
Tuscaloosa, Alabama, who belongs to it. Prof. 
McCurdy treats, with a broad view corning from a 
thorongh acquaintance with Assyriology. of Nebu 
chadnezzar. wbo is called by Jehovah, "My Serv- 
ant," showing how wonderfully appropriate is that 
designation 

The same breadth of view, timeliness, and help- 
fulness appear in all the eight departments of The 
Review. It is not intended to furnish "crutches" 
for lame and lazy men who have mistakenly found 
their way into the pulpit, but informatiod and im- 
pulse for the development of strong, self-reliant, 
original, Biblical preachers. 

Published monthly by Funk & Wagnalls Com- 
pany, 30 Lafayette Place, New York.    $3 00 a year. 

LIVING AND DYING NATIONS 

W.  F.  CRAFTS,  PH.  D. 

God said to Israel, "I will cause thee to 
ride upon the high places of the earth."— 
The supreme fact of living history is that to- 
day the Sabbath keeping nations are literally 
riding on the high places of the earth. I 
have not read in a year a news item so signif- 
icant as the statement of that very reliable 
paper, the Baltimore Sun, that two-thirds of 
the world's mail is in the English language. 
That means that one fourteenth of the world's 
population sends two thirds of the mail, and 
that means a corresponding pre-eminence in 
intelligence and wealth. 

On the other hand, all nations without a 
true Sabbath are poor every way—poor 
physically—Italy once, and France twice in 
ten years have cut down their standard for 
soldiers; poor mentally—they have the 
greatest illiteracy ; poor morally—they have 
the most vice ; poor financially—their work- 
men, despite longer hours per day and one 
more work day in the week, get the lowest 
wages; and they are also the worst off politi- 
cally, vibrating between the extremes of des- 
potism and anarchy, while Sabbath-keeping 
peoples enjoy the golden mien of liberty un- 
der law. 

If I should claim that the difference in 
nations is all due to their treatment of the 
Sabbath I should proclaim that I had been 
run away with by a hobby. Let us broadly 
study the "living and dying nations"—to 
borrow Lord Salisbury's expressive classifi- 
cation of the quivering map of the world as 
it now spreads before us in dissolving views. 
What a time to teach geography and historj ! 
Surely no true teacher can fail to teach also 
the great lessons in civics that throng the 
world map of living history to which Dr. 
Dewey's guns have called all eyes ! Lord 
Salisbury did not need to specify the "dying 
nations." Every well informed person 
thought the names of China, Turkey, France 
and Spain. And when he said "living na- 
tions," in every corner of the civilized world 
every reader was bound to admit that the 
British empire and the United States be- 
longed to the "living nations." 

These "living nations," however, have 
some serious symptoms, and should study 
the dead and dying nations in order to keep 
out of their graveyard. 

With  nations once   mighty dying before 
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our eyes, we face anew as a living problem 
the old academic question of our college 
history classes, "Is it necessary that a na- 
tion should grow old and weak and die ?" 

As a matter of fact nations have hardly 
averaged as long a life as the patriarchs, 
and there is no Methuselah among them. 
We are easily deceived by old names on the 
maps. The "body politic," the government, 
which bears the name today, may be but a 
young namesake of a body politic deceased 
that once occupied the same territory. 

The Graveyard of Nations 

Where are the nations of which we read 
in the Bible and the classics ? The world 
empires of the Egyptians, Hittites, Assy- 
rianns, Persians, Macedonians, Romans, died 
in turn. We read "Egypt" on the map but 
there are no Egyptians. The word "Greece" 
is on the map ; but alas, the recent war 
showed that there are nO Greeks. Of all 
great races of antiquity the only one that 
survive are the great prophetic races, the 
Jews and Arabs, both long ago dead politi- 
cally, surviving only as subject peoples. 

Existing Nations Young 

Turn to the map of today. This conti- 
nent is the "new world," our own young 
nation, hardly older than some of its cente- 
narian citizens, the elder brother among 
American republics. Africa in its civilized 
governments is a yet newer world. Even 
Europe is new politically. The present 
government of Spain is an infant in many 
senses. The French republic is an epileptic 
child. Germany's emperor is known as the 
"infant terrible" of Europe ; and his empire 
is hardly older or more stable. The king- 
dom of Italy, too, is still struggling with the 
diseases of childhood. Great Britain's 
present monarchy goes back only to Crom- 
well, and real constitutional government 
only to the coronation of Victoiia. Russia 
claims a thousand years; but it is a thousand 
years of savagery, and the nation has not 
yet borne a long test of civilization. 

Surely we shall find some old nations in 
Asia. First we come upon Turkey, called 
"the sick man," but really dead and stinking, 
only kept from burial by the quarrels of the 
undertakers. Now that we have learned to 
use our navy for humanity, let Turkey take 
care not to have any more Armenian mas- 
sacres. 

Japan's Mikado claims an ancestral royal 
line of 6,000 years ; but previous to 1879 
th° mikadoes were popes, and the tycoons, 
now abolished, were the civil emperors, so 
that as a civil ruler the Mikado is the first 

of a new series. But China surely is old. 
Nay, the present Manchu empire began in 
1796, and has already died, and is on the 
dissecting table under the knives of Europe. 

A Nation May Be Immortal 

Must every nation, must our own, grow 
old and die ? Nay, for in the very nature 
of the case, a nation may be immortal like a 
river, its drops ever passing on to the sea, 
but ever renewed from its mountain springs. 
If we maintain the Christian morality and 
popular education, which Washington de- 
clared to be the high sources of national 
prosperity, and keep unbroken on either 
hand the banks of liberty and law, our na- 
tion's life may go on ceaselessly, singing like 
the river : 

"Men may come and men may go, but I go on for- 
ever." 

"Arise and shine in youth immortal, 
Thy light is come, thy king appears; 

Beyond the century's swipging portal 
Breaks a new dawn, a thousand years " 

But eternal life to a nation can come only 
thro "eternal vigilance." Many who firmly 
believe nature goes by law, act as if history 
went by luck. As surely as effect follows 
cause Babylonian vices will produce a Bab- 
ylonian fall. 

Impurity the Deadliest Plague of Nations 

Babylon, Greece, Rome, the Renaissance 
kingdoms of Italy, and France, form a na- 
tional series, all showing that the highest art, 
if it be mental culture without moral, if it be 
the art whose motto is "art for art's sake," 
the godless estheticism of nude art, that puts 
beauty in the supreme place instead of duty, 
not only cannot take the place of religion in 
checking immorrality, but ever increases it, 
dragging the nation down the three steps to 
national ruin ; first, moral ; second, physical ; 
third, political decay. France is on the sec- 
ond step, the only civilized land in which the 
birth rate is falling below the death rate, a 
blazing warning on the wMls of this modern 
Babylon of the retribution to men and na- 
tions that follows the violation of the fourth 
and seventh commandments. 

Why should we cast aside our Anglo Saxon 
traditions to welcome the nude to our litera- 
ture and homes, when every nation from 
which we have borrowed it is either dead or 
dying ?    Since France is dying of the worst 
of plagues, French pictures, French plays, 
and French novels should be quarantined 
like ships from infected ports. 

The problem of purity is the question of life 
or death to nations. 

As we look thro history we see that na- 
tions have died chiefly of internal causes, 
not of free silver or free trade, but free love. 


